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I.  INTRODUCTION  

A Calaveras County Parks and Recreation Plan is necessary to implement the 
collection of parkland dedication fees under the Quimby Act. The  existing 
Calaveras County General Plan provides for the implementation of a park 
dedication fee program. The Calaveras County Ordinance Code 16-24 makes 
provision for the collection of these fees. That ordinance is being updated to 
reflect a fee structure . This interim plan provides the basis for the distribution 
of the fees to serve area residents.  It is anticipated that the new Calaveras 
County General Plan presently under development will include revised goals, 
policies, and implementation measures rel ative to recreation.  The Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan will be an important part of the General Plan Update.  
 
The Interim Plan background sections are divided into separate sections 
addressing State Parks, Reservoir Recreation Areas, Federal and State Natural 
Resource Lands, and Private Recreational Facilities. This discussion is based 
upon the existing General Plan and it provides a context within which the local 
park program will operate.  
 
The local parks section provides embryonic guidance on how the  parks and 
recreation function will need to grow and mature as the county increases in 
population and complexity.  

II.  MAP AND DISTRIBUTION  OF MAJOR PARKS AND 

RECREATION FACILITIE S 

The schematic location of state parks, reservoir recreation facilities and major  
water areas are shown on Figure 1. The Stanislaus National Forest and Bureau 
of Land Management lands are shown on this map in a single category due to 
the simil arity of their primary purposes . 

III.  PARKS AND RECREATION AL RESOURCES  

The provision of parks and open space areas to serve the developed areas is 
essential to the physical and emotional well being of all segments of their 
populations, as these parks form alternatives to the often -intense pace of life.  
Major parks provide areas where people can enjoy a ctive and passive 
recreation not otherwise available, such as nature studies, camping, or just 
observing the natural landscape.  
 
The preservation of lands for outdoor recreation also assists in the conservation 
of the countyõs unique natural, scenic, and cultural resources.  Such 
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preservation provides for recreational opportunities while helping to maintain 
the quality of life for county residents and visitors.  

 

A. RESERVOIR RECREATION AREAS 

Water-oriented recreational opportunities are offered by numerous ma jor 

reservoirs: Pardee, Camanche, New Hogan, Lake Tulloch, New Melones, Salt 

Springs, and Spicer. 

Á Pardee Reservoir is owned and operated by the East Bay Municipal 
Utility District.  As a source of domestic drinking water, recreational 
use of the area is re stricted to non -contact activities such as fishing, 
camping and picnicking.  

 
Á Camanche Reservoir is owned and operated by the East Bay Municipal 

Utility District.  Swimming and boating are permitted at the Reservoir, 
and the area offers a variety of overnig ht accommodations and 
recreational activities.  

 
Á New Hogan Reservoir is owned and managed by the United States Army 

Corp of Engineers.  Although less developed than Camanche in terms of 
overnight facilities and services, New Hogan receives substantial use, 
including boating, swimming, fishing, picnicking and camping.  
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Á Lake Tulloch is owned and operated by the Tri -Dam Authority for 
irrigation and domestic water supply.  The lake is also used for 
recreation, with boating and swimming permitted.  

 
Á New Melones Reservoir is owned and managed by the Bureau of 

Reclamation.  New Melones receives substantial recreational use, 
including boating, swimming, fishing and camping.  

 
Á Salt Springs Reservoir is located within the Stanislaus National Forest 

along the northeast co unty boundary with Amador County. Pacific Gas 
and Electric operates the reservoir for hydroelectric power. Fishing, 
boating, swimming, rock climbing and camping are permitted.  

 
Á Salt Spring Valley Reservoir is located near Copperopolis. Fishing, 

boating, swimming, hunting and camping are permitted.  
 
Á Spicer Reservoir is owned by the Calaveras County Water District. The 

Northern California Power Agency operates the reservoir for power 
generation. Recreational facilities are available.  

These increasingly popular facilities provide a major recreational resource 

for the county and serves as the major park system for its residents and 

visitors.  In addition, there are numerous smaller reservoirs within the county 

that also satisfy recreational purposes.  Many of th e reservoirs operated by 

the Calaveras County Water District have limited trails and facilities that 

serve the public.  

These facilities are not only important to provide recreation to local 

residents, but also help to make Calaveras County a destination fo r the 

tourism industry.  

B. FEDERAL AND STATE NATURAL RESOURCE LANDS 

The Federal Government is a major owner of Calaveras County land with 

approximately 85,000 acres or 13 percent of the land area of the county.   

1. Bureau of Land Management  

The Bureau of Land Management owns scattered holdings throughout the 

county of approximately 39,000 acres.  The Army Corps of Engineers 

owns lands in association with the Bureau for operating BLM reservoirs.  

These are relatively small state owned forestlands in the county.  When 

added together these lands provide additional recreational opportunities 

to our citizens and protection to our habitat.  

The Bureau of Land Management has land holdings scattered across the 

county of extremely variable size and shape.  There are many other 

smaller lots that are put to a range of public purposes.  These small 

parcels are important to the quality of life in the county.  Residents 
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adjoining these parcels often use them informally for hiking.  They serve 

as refuges for wildlife species and  as such are critical to the biological 

diversity of the county.  

2. Stanislaus National Forest 

The Stanislaus National Forest covers substantial acreage within the 

eastern portion of the County.  A small portion of the Mokelumne 

Wilderness Area within that Na tional Forest is located within our county.  

The Forest Service provides camping and recreational facilities widely 

scattered on its land.  

3. State Park 

Calaveras Big Trees State Park is bisected by the North Fork Stanislaus 

River, and straddles the Calavera s-Tuolumne County line, with about 40 

percent of the 6,000 acres located in Calaveras County.  The two most 

significant natural features are the North Grove (located in Calaveras 

County) and South Grove (located in Tuolumne County) of Sierra 

Redwood (sequoiadendron giganteum), commonly know as the giant 

sequoia.  The tallest tree in the park is over 300 feet tall and some of 

the older trees are an estimated 3,000 years old.  

The park contains two campgrounds and numerous trails and recreational 

facilities.  Some potential for expansion of the park within Calaveras 

County still exists.  

The state also provides campgrounds within the forest along the State 

Route 4 corridor (Big Trees State Park) and near Salt Springs Reservoir in 

Amador County. 

C. PRIVATE RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

Increasingly, private developments are being considered that provide on -site 

recreational facilities to serve project residents.  These facilities provide 

project amenities and are effective sales tools.  They may limit the effect of 

new homes on the current lack of public park facilities.  This interim plan 

encourages the placement of such facilities in private developments and 

encourages the development of pathways that are integrated in location and 

design with those of adjacent projects, shopping areas and public facilities.  

In appropriate locations, the provisions of outdoor recreational facilities, 

e.g. private campgrounds, could add to the recreational diversity of the 

county.  Design of such facilities needs to be of a high standard to  be 

compatible with the adjacent rural environment.  

There are several outstanding limestone caves that are operating within the 

county.  The three major caves are Mercer Caverns near Murphys, Moaning 

Cave near Vallecito, and California Caverns at Cave City  near Mountain 

Ranch.  Mercer Caves opened to the public in 1887.  It contains some of the 
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rarest calcite formations.  Moaning Cave has a large chamber accessible from 

a 100-foot spiral staircase.  It also contained the oldest human remains ever 

found in t he Northern Hemisphere.  California Caverns, the oldest 

commercial cave in Calaveras County, has numerous chambers and 

passageways and lakes up to 200 feet deep.  These sites are designated 

Commercial Recreation on the Land Use Plan map. 

There are also pri vate commercial recreation facilities supporting the 

Sierraõs beauty and recreational providence.   

D. EBBETTS PASS NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAY 

This 61-mile stretch of State Route 4 and 89 in Calaveras and Alpine 

counties, includes the area between Arnold and Markl eeville in the Sierra 

Nevada Mountains. The vision behind this designation is to preserve the 

unique scenic, natural, historical, cultural, archaeological, and recreational 

resources along this scenic byway.  This scenic byway designation was 

granted by th e U.S. Department of Transportation on September 22, 2005.  

The Ebbetts Pass Scenic  Byway Association is working on programs to protect 

this scenic and recreational resource.  

E. OTHER RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

Frogtown is the site of the annual Calaveras County  Fair and Jumping Frog 

Jubilee, and is owned by the State of California.  The fairgrounds are located 

on a 68-acre site, approximately one mile south of Angels Camp.  In addition 

to the annual Frog Jump, numerous public activities are held at the site 

thro ughout the year.  Camping is available at the site.  

IV.  LOCAL PARKS AND RECR EATION PLAN  

In order to ensure that the recreational needs of present and future residents 
of the county are provided for, the following goals and policies were 
developed.  

A. RELATIONSHIP OF MAJOR FACILITIES TO LOCAL PARKS 

Major facilities are geographically dispersed throughout the county and 

provide substantial recreational opportunities to our residents and tourists 

alike. While they provide a range of activities, they do not adequately  meet 

the needs of more localized small -scale parks and community meeting 

places. It is the combination of these differing recreational types that will 

provide a complete recreational system in Calaveras County.  

B. EXISTING FACILITIES 

At present, local parks are scattered unevenly across the county.  Most are 

operated and maintained by dedicated citizens and community groups.  The 

county has had a passive involvement in the local parks program.  As the 

county develops, especially in more densely populated area s, there will be 



 6 

an increased need to provide a more organized structure and funding 

approach in support of those that have been carrying the burden as 

volunteers.  

Figure 2 describes the distribution of local parks within the county in 2006.   

 
 

This local parks plan would allow the county to establish parkland dedication 

fees for the acquisition of local parklands and for the construction of 

facilities on local parklands.  

As the county embarks on support of existing efforts, the existing parks will 

form t he initial network of the plan. The facilities operated by the Veterans 

Districts for their communities form a major component of the local park 

facilities.  The boundaries of Veterans Districts providing recreational 

services are shown in Figure 3; the on ly park and recreation district is shown 
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in Figure 4. 
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There are additional facilities provided on county owned lands.  The one 

existing county park is located in Murphys. There are community halls 

located on county land, which are part of the local re creational facilities, 

e.g. in West Point. The local facilities network also includes the playgrounds 

provided by elementary, middle and high school sites throughout the county.  

As shown on Figure 5, these school facilities are found throughout the 

developed communities within the county and provide some balance to the 

facilities relative to where the population resides within the county. Other 

local parks are provided by the San Andreas Recreation and Parks District.  

The Calaveras County Water District also provides or allows for park facilities 

on its land holdings and is working on major parks in the West Point area and 

in Valley Springs.  

 

All of these local park facilities are components of the local park plan. These 

local recreational facilities are  shown on Figure 6: the Local Parks Plan. All 

designated facilities are potentially eligible to receive parkland dedication 

fees. Fees can be utilized for acquisition of adjacent land to be added to the 

park or for the development or improvement of park fa cilities. The Board of 

Supervisors is the sole decision-maker on the distribution of these fees. Local 

agencies can request these funds, as they become available for specific 


